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Our context for the Curriculum for Wales 

St. Joseph’s is an English medium, Catholic voluntary aided school for young people aged 11-18 years in the Archdiocese of Cardiff. It was established to provide secondary 

education for the Catholic population of Newport, Caldicot and Chepstow. The school is proud to work within a cluster of eight Catholic schools, comprising one high school 

and seven primary schools.  

St. Joseph’s RC High School is committed to the provision of a Christian education for all its students in accordance with the principles and teachings of the Catholic faith. 

Through our mission statement, summarised by ‘Serving God through Learning Together,’ we endeavour to keep faith as the foundation of our curriculum so that our 

Catholic Virtues and Gospel values permeate and affect all aspects of our curriculum and school life.  

‘The parish community is a place for religious and spiritual education. School is a place for cultural education. The two dimensions must be integrated, because the same 

values inspire them: they are the values of Christian families who, in a society dominated by relativism and threatened by existential emptiness, intend to offer their children 

an education based on the unchangeable values of the Gospel.’  

(Pope John Paul II, Address to Teachers and Students of the Catholic Villa Flaminia Institute, Rome, 23 February 1997) 

As a Catholic school, we 

• recognise the privilege of promoting the whole person 

• place social justice at the heart of our mission 

• promote the idea that ‘life in all its fullness means being exacting, rigorous, ambitious and having an appetite for all excellence demands.’  

(Rt Revd Stephen Conway)  

• provides a religious education which studies ‘the relationship between faith and life’ (Mgr. Marcus Stock). 

We embrace Welsh Government’s vision of a new curriculum for Wales which supports us in our mission to nurture the whole child to prepare them to serve their 

communities in an uncertain world.  

‘The children and young people of today are entering a fast-changing world that is increasingly competitive, globally connected and technologically advanced. Schools are 

having to prepare our young people for jobs that have not yet been created and challenges that we are yet to encounter. This will require a renewed commitment to 

improving both the skills and knowledge of our young people, as we raise standards in our transformational curriculum. Education has never been more important. 

Education reform is our national mission.’  

(Education in Wales: Our national mission) 

We are committed to continuing to work alongside our pupils, our parents/carers, our staff, and our governors to ensure that all are actively involved in the construction of 

a curriculum in which all can flourish. We will continue to provide opportunities for all in our Catholic community to work alongside the staff at St Joseph’s to help to design 

our curriculum and to plan for assessment.  

  



Our vision for a Virtue driven curriculum 

At St Joseph’s RC High School, we are committed to ensuring all our pupils experience a curriculum which is built upon our Catholic Virtues which are the golden thread 

running through the Four Purposes. All members of our school community are actively involved in the creation of a curriculum which fosters self-belief and a willingness to 

serve in a spirit of faith, hope and love. We want our young people to strive for excellence, to inspire others, and to flourish in an ever-changing world, while keeping at the 

heart of all their endeavours the unchangeable values of the Gospel. 

Developing these Virtues in our pupils is central to our mission as a Catholic school. We are learning together, using a common language, so that we can nurture these 

Virtues in our pupils and in all of us as a school community. 

 



How our Catholic Virtues are the golden thread running through the Four Purposes which drive our curriculum 

 



 

What is different about the new Curriculum for Wales 2022?  

A defining feature of the Welsh Government Framework for designing the new curriculum, is that it requires schools to design their own curriculum and assessment 
arrangements. We have been planning this new curriculum for the last four years and the approach we have developed at St Joseph’s recognises: 

• Subjects have been organised into six areas of learning and experience so that teachers can work collaboratively to design a curriculum which explores the 

connections between subjects in order to deepen learning. While the connections between subjects will be explored, individual subjects will be taught discretely by 

subject specialists. 

• The Curriculum for Wales guidance articulates what matters in learning and then as a school, we decide the range of different topics and learning activities to 

ensure that all pupils learn the knowledge and skills they will need to prepare them for their futures.  

• The cross-curricular skills of literacy, numeracy and digital competence continue to be integrated across the curriculum, along with integral skills and cross-cutting 

themes. 

• Progression in learning lies at the heart of the new curriculum, ensuring seamless transitions in learning for each child at any point in their education. Instead of 

being organised into key stages, learning is now viewed as a continuum from ages 3 to 16.  

• Assessment in now continuous which means that there is no further need for formal summative assessment in the form of numerical levels. Instead, descriptions 

of learning, organised into progression steps, will be used to describe what a pupil knows and what they can do at any given time.  

• As a professional body, we need to be responsive and adaptive to the needs of each individual; be guided by research to develop our practice, broadening our 

repertoire; work collaboratively to plan learning so that we teach everyone, and teach everyone better; be able to shine a light on deep connections in learning 

across the curriculum. 

• The new curriculum needs to be responsive to the needs of our pupils and therefore, our new curriculum will need to be regularly reviewed and adapted to ensure 

that it continues to provide our pupils with the full educational experience they require to go on to serve their communities. 

What are the mandatory elements of the new curriculum? 

• Statements of What Matters 

• Cross-curricular skills 

• Religion and values education 

• Relationships and sexuality education 

• Welsh 

• English 

• Principles of Progression 

  



Six areas of learning experience 

Expressive Arts 
Art 
Music  
Drama 
Digital Media 
 

Language, Literacy & Communication 
English 
Welsh 
French 
Spanish 

Health & Wellbeing 
Physical Education 
Personal Social Health Education 
Food Technology 

 
 

Mathematics & Numeracy 
Mathematics 
 

Humanities 
History 
Geography 
 

Science & Technology 
Science 
Computer Science 
Design & Technology 
 

 

All pupils study discrete subjects within these areas of learning and experience (AOLEs) and we are regularly reviewing ways to continue to develop links between 

departments, across AOLEs, and through liaison with our partner primary schools as we review the curriculum.  

What matters in learning in each of the six areas of learning and experience? 

Within each area of learning and experience (AOLE), there are statements, outlining ‘what matters’ in learning. These 27 mandatory statements of ‘what matters’ are the 

basis of pupils’ progression. It is through exploration of the key ideas and principles contained in these statements that pupils will develop their learning. Teachers will 

design learning which supports an increasingly sophisticated understanding and application of the statements of ‘what matters’.  

  



Areas of learning 

Expressive Arts Health & Wellbeing Humanities Language, Literacy & 

Communication 
Mathematics & Numeracy Science & Technology 

What matters statements 

Exploring the expressive 

arts is essential to 

developing artistic skills 

and knowledge and it 

enables learners to 

become curious and 

creative individuals.  

Developing physical health 

and well-being has lifelong 

benefits.  

Enquiry, exploration and 

investigation inspire 

curiosity about the world, 

its past, present and future.  

Languages connect us.  The number system is used 

to represent and compare 

relationships between 

numbers and quantities.  

Being curious and 

searching for answers is 

essential to understanding 

and predicting phenomena. 

Responding and reflecting, 

both as artist and audience, 

is a fundamental part of 

learning in the expressive 

arts.  

How we process and 

respond to our experiences 

affects our mental health 

and emotional well-being. 

Events and human 

experiences are complex, 

and are perceived, 

interpreted and 

represented in different 

ways.  

Understanding languages 

is key to understanding the 

world around us.  

Algebra uses symbol 

systems to express the 

structure of mathematical 

relationships.  

Design thinking and 

engineering offer technical 

and creative ways to meet 

society’s needs and wants.  

Creating combines skills 

and knowledge, drawing on 

the senses, inspiration and 

imagination. 

Our decision-making 

impacts on the quality of 

our lives and the lives of 

others.  

Our natural world is diverse 

and dynamic, influenced by 

processes and human 

actions.  

Expressing ourselves 

through languages is key to 

communication.  

Geometry focuses on 

relationships involving 

shape, space and position, 

and measurement focuses 

on quantifying phenomena 

in the physical world.  

The world around us is full 

of living things which 

depend on each other for 

survival. 

  How we engage with social 

influences shapes who we 

are and affects our health 

and well-being.  

Human societies are 

complex and diverse, and 

shaped by human actions 

and beliefs.  

Literature fires imagination 

and inspires creativity.  
Statistics represent data, 

probability models chance, 

and both support informed 

inferences and decisions.  

Matter and the way it 

behaves defines our 

universe and shapes our 

lives.  

  

  

  

Healthy relationships are 

fundamental to our well-

being.  

 

Informed, self-aware 

citizens engage with the 

challenges and 

opportunities that face 

humanity and are able to 

take considered and ethical 

action.  

   Forces and energy provide 

a foundation for 

understanding our 

universe.  

         Computation is the 

foundation for our digital 

world.  

 



 

For more information from Welsh Government on the Curriculum for Wales, please click here. 

How we have designed our curriculum at St Joseph’s RC High School 

We have been strategically planning for the realisation of the new curriculum for the last four years, ensuring that the design of our curriculum serves the needs of our 

pupils and that it is genuinely driven by our Catholic Virtues and the Four Purposes.  

Research has informed our approach to curriculum design, as with all aspects of our work in school. It is vital that our staff are engaging with the latest and most up to date 

thinking around curriculum design to ensure we design a curriculum which is strategically planned while also being responsive to the needs of our pupils. Our staff have 

been working in AOLE groups to collaborate in their design of the curriculum, initially discussing the big ideas and essential questions in their subjects. Building on the work 

of the Canadian educationalist, Lyn Sharratt, our initial discussions explored the connections between the subjects and then developed into an overarching AOLE learning 

intention for each block of learning. This learning intention then enables teachers to shine a light on the connections in learning to deepen and broaden understanding and 

to ensure that learning is relevant, authentic, accessible, and engaging to all pupils. The driving principle here is to focus on ‘fewer things in greater depth’ (Mary Myatt, 

2020). 

Being flexible and responsive: developing an iterative approach to design 

We understand that designing a curriculum is an iterative process, in that our approaches need to be research informed, with ideas trialled, reviewed, and adapted based 

on detailed evaluations, utilising an enquiry approach to inform these decisions. This iterative approach ensures that our curriculum will respond to the needs of the 

individual pupils that we serve. As an example of this approach, our planning for the last academic year can be found below.  

https://tinyurl.com/wcw24az4


  

 

  



Overview of AOLE Year 7 Curriculum 2022-23 

As a result of our collaborative approach to curriculum design, we have included below an overview of the key knowledge and skills that pupils will experience within each 

AOLE. 

Language, Literacy & Communication AOLE 

 

 

  



Science & Technology AOLE 

 

 

 

  



Health & Wellbeing AOLE 

 

 

 

  



 

Mathematics & Numeracy AOLE 

 

 

  



Humanities AOLE 

 

 

 

 

  



Expressive Arts AOLE 

 

 

  



Religious Education 

As a Christian school, religious education is the core of our school curriculum and provides opportunities for pupils to reflect on their relationship with God and to learn 

Catechism and the lives of the saints, reflecting on world religions, and how their lives can be enriched by keeping Gospel values at the centre of all they undertake. The 

Catholic Education Service has been working with Welsh Government; officers from the three Welsh dioceses; and practitioners from Catholic schools throughout the 

development of the new curriculum. The main aim of this work has been to design a religious education curriculum, including the RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) 

curriculum, that accords with the national guidance and Code while ensuring that this is also authentically Catholic and authentically Welsh.  

Cross-curricular skills, integral skills and cross-cutting themes as integral to the new curriculum 
 
An important aspect of the new curriculum is that cross-curricular skills, integral skills and cross-cutting themes are carefully integrated into curriculum design.  

 
The cross-curricular skills are mandatory elements of the new curriculum and consist of  

• literacy 

• numeracy 

• digital competence 

The integral skills are  

• creativity and innovation 

• critical thinking and problem solving  

• personal effectiveness 

• planning and organising   

The cross-cutting themes are  

• relationships and sexuality education (mandatory) 

• human rights 

• diversity 

• careers and work-related experiences  

• local, national and international contexts 

 



Designing our curriculum through collaboration with our community 

If we are to truly realise a curriculum which serves the needs of our community, we need to do more than just listen; we have worked alongside our pupils, parents/carers, 

governors and partner primaries to design our curriculum.   

Parents/carers from Years 5, 6 and 7 have told us what they believe is important for their children to experience and this includes  

• authentic learning  

• learning about their locality 

• aspects of diversity, for example, in relation to ethnicity, race, gender, family 

• climate change 

• finance; politics; economics  

• debating 

• literature  

• Welshness 

• mental health 

Pupils have told us that they want a curriculum which celebrates life, diversity, and one which allows them to study specific topics in greater depth, allowing them to pose 

their own questions and find the answers. Many of the topics they mentioned were very similar to those highlighted by parents and carers and also told us how they 

wanted more opportunities to learn outside and in a greater range of environments.  

We have been developing a culture of ‘you said, we did’ and one example of this is in relation to diversity. Pupils told us that our school curriculum needs to celebrate and 

embrace diversity far more explicitly. In order to support our staff with this, during our July 2022 inset, pupils from our Ministry of Diversity, Equality and Inclusion 

presented their ideas to our whole school staff, resulting in departments making pledges which detail specific actions they will undertake in their curricula. 

 



 

Staff pledges    Pupils from our Ministry of Diversity, Equality and Inclusion 

One of the key characteristics of the new curriculum is that it is a curriculum for pupils aged 3 – 16. As a cluster of Catholic schools, we have drawn up a new transition plan 

to support transition and pupil progression within Curriculum for Wales. Our cluster partnership plan focuses on how continuity of learning will be achieved through 

curriculum design, planning and teaching. Colleagues from primary schools and our school have worked together to share the knowledge, skills and experiences, exploring 

where connections in learning lie, so that there will be a seamless transition in learning for each individual child. One example of this work has involved the Language, 

Literacy and Communication AOLE where Lucy Crehan’s work on ‘concept maps’ has been adapted to support colleagues in their planning, specifically between Year 6 and 

Year 7. An example is presented below: 



WM4: Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity 

Prior learning New learning (in Autumn Year 7) Experiences in primary school 

Exposure to: poetry, drama, novels. 

  

Use imagination to develop an idea for a story or 

describe a character/setting.  

  

Experiment with language to create different effects. 

  

Recognise the plot of the text.  

  

Recognise themes in a text.  

  

Recognise different character types: heroes, villains, 

helpers.   

  

Vocabulary: Genre, skim and scan, drafting, word 

meaning, narrative, metaphor, rhyming patterns, 

imagery, structure, context, culture, annotation 

Poetry: alliteration, rhyme, simile, imagery (colour), 

haiku, limerick, syllable, acrostic, ballad, rhyming 

patterns 

Drama: stage direction, audience 

  

Exposure to: poetry, drama, novels. 

  

Explore how writers create meaning through quote 

explosions.  

  

Analyse literature using appropriate terminology. 

  

Explore how texts can be interpreted in different ways by 

different people / across different time periods.  

  

Use imagination and literature as stimuli to create own 

literature.  

  

Explore symbolism within a text.  

  

Explore how political messages are shared through texts.  

  

Explore connotations of language and imagery when 

analysing texts.  

  

Vocabulary: Connotation, symbolism, interpretation, 

analyse, quote explosion, allegory, dramatic irony, 

consonance, denotation, connotation, extended 

Reading skills: summarise, skim and scan, find and 

copy, empathy, compare, locate evidence, inference. 

  

Writing skills: creative writing, descriptive writing, 

analysis essays. 

  

SJHS cover these literature texts in Year 7: Private 

Peaceful, Dulce et Decorum Est, The Outsiders, 

Presents from My Aunts in Pakistan, various 

Shakespeare extracts, extracts from Windrush Child, 

The Bone Sparrow, Salt to the Sea, Between Shades of 

Grey. 

 



Novels: plot, character, theme, imagery, dialogue, 

chronological, empathy, interpret, first and third 

person narrative, stereotype 

  

metaphor, juxtaposition, non-standard English, dialect, 

semantic field, lexical set, sensory description, symbolism 

Poetry: caesura, enjambement, end-stopped, 

meter/pentameter/Iambic Pentameter, volta, sonnet 

Drama: dramatic monologue  

 

Progression and assessment in the new curriculum 

Progression at the heart of curriculum design 

At the heart of the new Curriculum for Wales are the 5 principles of progression: 

1. Increasing effectiveness as a learner 

2. Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge 

3. Deepening understanding of ideas and disciplines within each AOLE 

4. Refinement and growing sophistication in use and application of skills 

5. Making connections and transferring learning into new contexts 

When designing our curriculum, we have used these principles of progression to ensure that learning is effectively sequenced, building on prior learning and in line with 

descriptions of learning. We also understand that pupils learn and progress at different rates and the descriptions of learning, organised into progression steps, support 

staff in ensuring that the curriculum we design is inclusive: challenging all pupils appropriately and enabling all to flourish.   

  



Progression in steps 

Within each ‘What Matters’ statement, there are descriptions of learning which detail how pupils progress in their learning, described through 5 progression steps: 

Progression Step 1 is broadly early years/reception, through to Progression Step 5 which is broadly in line with current GCSE specifications. 

An example of the progression steps for one of the ‘What Matters’ statements in the Expressive Arts AOLE is provided below: 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



Continuous assessment in the new curriculum without levels 

Assessment in now continuous and is an integral and indistinguishable part of teaching and learning which means that there is no further need for formal summative 

assessment in the form of numerical levels.  

The key principles and purpose of assessment are outlined in the infographic below: 

 

 

 



Formative assessment as a continuous and intrinsic part of curriculum design, teaching and learning 

At St Joseph’s RC High School, we fully embrace these principles of assessment, highlighting as they do, the focus on formative assessment which improves learning as 

opposed to formal assessment which proves learning. The word ‘assessment’ is derived from the Latin verb ’assidere’ meaning ‘to sit with or alongside’, signalling the need 

for assessment to be continuous, purposeful and actively involving the pupil.  

Instead of imposing arbitrary timings for formal assessment, when designing the curriculum, teachers will decide upon the most appropriate moments - ‘hinge moments’ in 

learning – where a pupil’s understanding needs to be assessed in order to inform the next steps in learning. 

Teachers will use a range of methods, at these ‘hinge moments’, to assess how far a pupil has understood the key concepts and knowledge and developed the necessary 

skills. These methods include, but are not limited to: 

• a piece of extended writing 

• a quiz 

• a composition: music or art 

• a performance of a dance 

• a science practical 

• a speech 

Whereas previously, the level of understanding of a pupil was related to a numerical level, the learning will now be described using ‘I can’ statements from the progression 

steps. Each term, these descriptions of how each pupil is progressing will be shared with parents/carers through our reporting system. Due to the continuous nature of 

assessment, this ‘report’ will simply describe where a pupil is in their learning at any given time: what they know and what they can do and what their next steps needs to 

be. 

An enquiry approach: the intrinsic linking of the ‘what’ and the ‘how’ in teaching and learning 

As the design and delivery of the curriculum are intrinsically linked, our staff have been collaborating on ‘what’ and the ‘how’ of learning. An enquiry approach to 

developing approaches to teaching and learning is also in line with Wales’ national mission which is to ensure that our education system is a self-improving system where 

teachers reflect on their classroom practice and respond to the needs of their pupils. 

At St Joseph’s, we believe that as a professional body, teachers need to  

• be responsive and adaptive to the needs of each individual 

• be guided by the latest research to develop classroom practice 

• work collaboratively to plan learning so that all pupils are taught better 

• be able to shine a light on deep connections in learning across the curriculum 



How does an enquiry approach help us to achieve this? 

• To be responsive and adaptive to the needs of each individual 

By planning learning collaboratively, and carefully considering which teaching methods are most appropriate at different moments, we can ensure that the curriculum 

teachers plan for pupils is the curriculum our pupils actually experience. 

• To be guided by the latest research to develop classroom practice 

Embracing research to allow teachers to genuinely reflect which teaching approaches are most useful at specific moments in learning. Research undertaken by 

educationalists such as Tom Sherrington, Oliver Caviglioli, Mary Myatt, John Tomsett, Lyn Sharratt, and Dylan Wiliam whose words encapsulate why this so important for 

teachers when he says, ‘Every teacher needs to improve, not because they are not good enough, but because they can be even better.’ 

• To work collaboratively to plan learning so that all pupils are taught better 

Through the process of enquiry, each teacher at St Joseph’s focuses on a specific area of their practice and then undertakes research and trials to explore the effectiveness 

of a specific approach. The impact of this approach on pupils’ learning is analysed and each teacher’s findings are shared within and across departments and across areas of 

learning and experience. 

• To be able to shine a light on deep connections in learning across the curriculum 

When teachers share their enquiry findings within and across areas of learning and experience, this enables a much deeper discussion around how we highlight the 

connections in learning within and between subjects. This means that learning feels authentic, relevant and purposeful but also that it benefits pupils’ ‘understanding of 

each of the contributing areas in more depth.’ (Sherrington, 2021)  

Evaluating the curriculum as an iterative and collaborative process 

For the first time, schools have the freedom to design a curriculum which is responsive and adaptive to the needs of our pupils. If our curriculum is to be genuinely 

responsive, we have to embrace this iterative aspect of our work and accept that continuous evaluation and reflection is required to ensure that it continues to fulfil the 

needs of our pupils. While we accept that curriculum design is an iterative process, we have a duty to ensure that the curriculum delivered to and experienced by pupils is 

as strong and tight as possible. (Myatt and Tomsett, 2021) 

As a school, we will employ a range of evaluative activities including 

• listening to pupils’ views 

• listening to the views of parents/carers 

• listening to staff views, including partner primary colleagues 

• looking at pupils’ work 

• discussion of teaching and learning documentation, resources and lessons 



The two questions which will drive our evaluation are detailed below: 

• Are pupils progressing as described in the principles of progression, supporting them to develop towards our Catholic Virtues and the four purposes? 

• Are pupils progressing at an appropriate rate in line with the expectations of teachers and the curriculum? 

 

How will we ensure that our curriculum continues to meet the needs of the pupils we serve? 

At St Joseph’s, we accept that if we are going to design and maintain a curriculum which fulfils the needs of all our pupils, we have to see, as Claire Hill states, ‘curriculum 

development is an ongoing process; it’s not going to be finished – ever.’ While this may seem a daunting task, we will never stop in our mission, ‘Serving God through 

Learning Together’, providing an education for our pupils which is driven by our Catholic Virtues and instils in the young people we serve a sincere faith and trust in God’s 

love and His eternal beneficence. 

‘My child, don't forget what I teach you. Always remember what I tell you to do. My teaching will give you a long and prosperous life. Never let go of loyalty and faithfulness. 

Tie them around your neck; write them on your heart. If you do this, both God and people will be pleased with you. Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Never rely on what 

you think you know. Remember the Lord in everything you do, and he will show you the right way.’ 

(Proverbs 3:1-6) 

 

 

 

 

 


